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Sir: 



This is in response to the Office Action dated September 13, 
2004 in the above-referenced patent application. In that non- 
final action, the Examiner has required election of one of the 



claims 21-30, 37-40, and 50; Species III: claims 31-36 and 41-45; 
Species IV: claims 46-49. In case Applicant elected Species II, 
the Examiner further required restriction between the method 
claims 21-30 and 50 and the apparatus claims 37-40. 

In response to the election requirement, the Applicant 
hereby elects, with traverse. Species I. Claims 1-20 read on 
Species I. 

The traversal is based on the impropriety of an election of 

species identified (as the Examiner has done) by respective sets 

of claims. The Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, Section 

806 . 04 (e) , states : 

Claims are definitions of inventions. Claims are 
never species, . . . Species are always the 
specifically different embodiments. 



following four species: Species I: claims 1-20; Species II: 
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[Emphases in original.] Thus, the Examiner's identification of 
the different species in terms of claim sets is clearly 
erroneous . 

The Applicant respectfully requests that the election/ 
restriction requirements set forth in the outstanding office 
action be rescinded. 
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